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On September 20, 2011, the Canadian Air & Space 
Museum in Toronto, one of Canada’s largest 
aviation museums, received a letter from Parc 
Downsview Park, demanding that the Museum's 
doors be closed immediately to the public, including 
visits by tourists and student field trips.  The site is 
to be demolished to make way for a hockey rink.  
 
The Canadian Air & Space Museum - a non-profit 
charity – is located in the historic de Havilland 
Aircraft of Canada factory at Downsview Airport/Park. The museum exhibits include 
the only full-size replica of the Avro Arrow, a de Havilland Tiger Moth trainer, and a 
Lancaster bomber presently being restored, as well as tens of thousands of other air and 
space artifacts.  
 
Rob Cohen, the Chief Executive Officer of the Canadian Air 
& Space Museum, succinctly describes the mission of the 
mission: to tell the stories of those people who sacrificed their 
lives for our country, at home and on distant battles in the 
skies, to tell stories of innovation and technological 
achievements, as well as the science of aviation and the thrill 
of flight. The museum tells these stories not only to honour 
the past but also to provide waypoints to our future.  
 
Volunteers are the heart of the Canadian Air & Space Museum, dedicating countless 
hours to restoration, research and other vital aspects of museum operations, including 
providing specialized aviation courses for young and old.  With the imminent loss of the 
museum, this connection to the community will also be lost. The park mamnagement 
has given a six-moth reprieve and with thousands of letters of support and donations 
pouring in from all parts of Canada; if you wish to show your support in trying to save 
one of Canada’s national treasures, please contact:  
 
Robert Cohen,  
Chief Executive Officer,  
Canadian Air & Space Museum 
65 Carl Hall Road, Box 1,   
l Downsview Park, Toronto,  Ontario,  M3K 2E1   
Tel:  416-638-6078  Email: casm@casmuseum.org  Website: www.casmuseum.org  
 
 

Those who made the 
decision to evict the 
museum from Parc 
Downsview Park, will 
be destroying a part 
of our Canadian 
aviation heritage. 	  


