
NEXT MEETING OF THE OTTAWA CHAPTER,  
CANDIAN AVIATION HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

 
Sarah Hogenbirk 

 
Re-fashioning Canada’s Peacetime Military: Canadian 

Women’s Military Service, 1950s- 1960s 
 
Sarah Hogenbirk is a fourth year PhD Candidate in the Department of History at Carleton 
University under the co-supervision of Dr. Norman Hillmer and Dr. Joanna Dean. Her talk draws 
from her Social Sciences Humanities Research Council of Canada funded dissertation research 
that traces the integration of women into the Canadian army, navy, and air forces from 1939 to 
1965.  Her research also explores how the identity and job categories of women soldier, sailor, 
and airwoman came to be established and what those categories tell us about gender norms 
and citizenship.   
 
For many, the 1950s conjure up images of suburbia with 
stay-at-home mothers, working fathers and children 
playing outside.  While historians have argued that 
women had a diversity of experiences which included 
but not limited to being a suburban housewife, they have 
paid little attention to the fact that the 1950s also saw 
women once again enlisting and subsequently serving 
in the Royal Canadian Air Force. Sarah’s talk examines 
the on and off-duty life of airwomen and female officers 
in the RCAF during the 1950s and 1960s.  Drawing from 
sources including civilian and military media, meeting 
minutes, reports, and servicewomen’s accounts, she 
explores how airwomen were recruited, what trades 
were open to them, the constant debate over whether 
and where they should serve, and some of their off-duty 
activities.  Sarah briefly highlights some women who 
served during the Second World War and rejoined in the 
1950s.  Lastly, she discusses some of the mixed 
messages that stem from the tensions between 
women’s gender and military identities.  Reassurances 
that women would maintain their femininity in the 
military co-existed with the message of the potential for 
a military career for women.   
 
Location: Bush Theatre, Canada Aviation and Space Museum, Rockcliffe 
 
Date/Time: Thursday, 29 January, 2015, 1930 Hours 
 
Meetings include guest speakers, films, slide shows, coffee and donuts.   
 
Visitors and guests are always welcome. 
 
Landing Fees:  $1.00   
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