
IT’S OUR
FIFTIETH
YEAR!
It was the night of 1 February 1964, when some 23 Ottawa-
area aviation enthusiasts headed out into what was then the
country.  Their destination – an old farmhouse on Merivale
Road – no longer exists, but what was created that night most
certainly does, for that assembly would turn out to be the
inaugural meeting of the Ottawa Chapter of the Canadian
Aviation Historical Society (CAHS).  From that small seed, how
we have grown!

Creation of the Ottawa Chapter can be said to have begun
the previous year on 9 June 1963, when I attended the
annual Air Force Day display at Rockcliffe and met up with
some core members of the CAHS from Toronto.  They
included CAHS-founder George Morley, Bill Wheeler, Charlie
Catalano, Al Martin and Terry Waddington.  When the air
display was over, we retired to my house to discuss the
future of the CAHS as we saw it.  Shortly after, I became
CAHS member No. 125.  Later, I was given the name of Geoff
Rowe (CAHS Member No. 58), who lived outside Ottawa, in
nearby Hazeldean.  Geoff was worth looking up, if for no other
reason than he had a Messerschmitt Bf.109E-3 (Werke No.
1190) in his backyard!  Geoff also had stored in the country a
Fairchild Cornell (ex-RCAF 10649, CF-ESD).  It was Geoff
who introduced me to Hugh Halliday (CAHS Member No. 50)
and the three of us would spend many hours together
discussing things aeronautical.

That first meeting on 1 February 1964 – at what was then
my home – was to study the feasibility of forming an Ottawa
Chapter of the CAHS.  Those who turned out that first night
had been summoned by a variety of methods; ones that had
included the placing of public service ads on radio and in the
newspapers.  As well, CAHS National Headquarters had
advised us of what few CAHS members lived in our area. 
As I recall, their definition of ‘area ’ was fairly broad and
included one person located in Moosonee.

At our second meeting, at the home of Madame Georgette
Vachon in March 1964, 17 members elected the first Chapter
executive; with myself as President, Dave King as Secretary,
and Hugh Halliday as Program Director.  Dave King later
resigned and was replaced by Geoff Rowe.  My first wife,
Peggy, was also heavily involved and did much of the
membership chores.  Some of our other early members
included, in addition to those already mentioned, Richard
Wickens, Ted Russell, Ralph Manning, Doug Pickering, Bob
Thomas, John Gordon (who had just produced Winged
Sentinels) Stu Tait, Sam Kostenuk, Ken Main, Godfrey Pinhey,
Dick Malott, and Phil Markham.  One member worthy of special
mention was Ed Marshall, whose first aviation job was with the
Balloon Section at Farnborough in 1912.

Talks that first year included one by Dr. Ted Hill, who had
worked for Fairchild during the 1930s and had flown with
Romeo Vachon.  We were also able to feature a First World
War evening at which Group Captains D.D. Findlay and
W.R. Irwin spoke on their WWI experiences; Findlay on

flying in the Dardanelles, and Irwin with No. 56 Squadron. 
Also at that meeting was Howard Brown, brother of Canadian
ace Roy Brown.  There was also a well-remembered event
when the scheduled speaker, Louis Bisson, sent a telegram
– Yes, they still used telegrams then – alerting us that he
wouldn’t be there, as we gathered for the meeting.  As I
recall, it was Dick Malott who then stepped up to the plate
with an off-the-cuff talk on aerophilately.  Our meeting venues,
which had started in private homes, progressed later in 1964
to a wider spectrum of locations, including the National
Research Council on Sussex Drive, the RCN and RCAF
Officers’ Messes, and the Ottawa Flying Club.  By December
1964, we had held eight meetings.

That same year, the Ottawa Chapter had also hosted the
first CAHS Annual Convention to coincide with the annual
Air Force Day in June 1964.  We had engaged the Butler
Motel in Eastview (later Vanier ), whose rate card listed rooms
at $7.50 per day!  Registration at the Convention was equally
affordable; $3.00 each, or $5.00 for a couple, including a buffet
supper.  Flight Lieutenant Walker spoke on constructing the
Silver Dart flying replica, while Walter Dinsdale, DFC, talked of
Mosquito night fighters; though it is doubtful many heard them
because of the raucous wedding party on the other side of the
folding partition.

Our first publication, simply called the “Ottawa Chapter
Newsletter,” was created in that first year in a mimeographed
form; the first issue appearing in September 1964.  By the
beginning of 1965, we had progressed to the then new world
of xerography and sported the name the Ottawa Observair
which I came up with in a moment of brilliance.  It was
married to a masthead that featured a generic bush plane
(CF-OTT) on floats, drawn by myself.  As I recall, each issue
then featured a different aeroplane type and the following issue
pictured a DH.60 Moth (G-CAHS) on skis.  That issue also
headlined the freehand logotype for the newsletter’s name
executed by Peggy; one which remains with us to this day. 
Mid-way through 1965, we settled on my sketch of the Fairchild
Super 71 (CF-AUJ) on floats as our official masthead.  This
remained with us until we changed to Bob Bradford’s beautiful
sketch of the Fairchild FC-2 Razorback (G-CAIH) in 1970.

Like today, we offered Chapter members more than just a
meeting and a newsletter.  Our first auction sale yielded the
sum of $27.00 for the Chapter’s coffers.  Later, we were
able to organize other benefits for our members, like the
25% off reductions on $2.00 movie tickets at local theatres
for aviation-related films such as The Blue Max, The Battle of
Britain, and Those Magnificent Men in Their Flying Machines. 
For the latter show, we created an original display of early
Ottawa-area flying history in the lobby of the Elgin Theatre.

I doubt if any of us realized what we were creating back
then.  It is a fine tribute to all who have followed that the
CAHS Ottawa Chapter is strong and flourishing today.

Paddy Gardiner

EDITOR’S NOTE: This article first appeared in the January
2004 issue of the Observair to mark the 40th Anniversary of
our Chapter’s formation.  With minor changes, it is reprinted
here to reflect our commencing 50 years of operations.
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