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Article and photographs by  John Chalmers

September 10, 2014 at the Commonwealth 
Air Training Plan Museum in Brandon, 

Manitoba, a new memorial was unveiled 
commemorating the 19,000 members of the 

Royal Canadian Air Force who were lost 
during the Second World War. The names 

and ages of all those young people are 
etched in 64 black granite panels in a 

monument that stretches 91 metres in 
length. Those who lost their lives in RCAF 

service also include members of the Royal 
Air Force, the Royal Australian Air Force and 

the Royal New Zealand Air Force.

“Everyone named in our book is named on the 
memorial, whether they were killed in combat, or in 
training in Canada or in accidents in operational 
training overseas,” said Stephen Hayter, the executive 
director of the Museum. �e book to which he refers is 
�ey Shall Grow Not Old, a hard-cover volume of 
almost 900 pages published by the Museum in 1992. 
Still in print and published entirely by funding from 
the museum with no government assistance at any 
level, the book provides names, ranks, squadrons and 
details of wartime losses. It became the basis of the 
new RCAF Second World War Memorial, named �ey 
Grew Not Old. A second printing was published in 
1996 and since then two addenda providing additional 
information have appeared in print.

In ceremonies to unveil the panels of the monu-
ment, each section was unveiled by someone, often a 
relative, who had a connection to a name on the panel.  
Each of these individuals was also accompanied by a 
current RCAF o�cer in unveiling the section. 
Ceremonies conducted by Stephen Hayter introduced 
the memorial to a large and appreciative crowd. 
Brandon mayor Shari Decter Hirst, remarked, “�e 
Memorial encourages us to grieve for the fallen. I saw 
many people reach out to touch the engraved names of 
family members. �e Memorial is a tangible way for us 
to honour those who made the ultimate sacri�ce -- 
freedom is never free. �e Memorial and the Museum 
connect our past to our present, and give us the 
opportunity to relive the community of the 
Commonwealth Air Training Plan and the layers of 
history that have made residents of Brandon and the 
Commonwealth the courageous and resilient people 
they are today.”

Other speakers included Manitoba premier Greg 
Selinger, Brandon-Souris Member of Parliament Larry 
Maguire, and representing the air force, Brigadier-
General Christian Drouin, Deputy Commander Force 
Generation, 1 Canadian Air Division, Winnipeg. 
Serving as parade marshal was chair of the memorial 
committee, Archie Londry, who �ew as a �ying 
instructor during the war. As well as a piper and colour 
party bearing �ags, music for the occasion  was also 
provided by the Royal Canadian Air Force Band (which 
played familiar wartime and big band tunes) based out 
of 17 Wing, Winnipeg, under the direction of Captain 
John Fullerton.

Archie Londry, who served as chair of the 
Memorial Committee for four years during which time 
the memorial was designed and built, says that while 
at one time an architect had been considered for the 

design, it was the committee that came up with the 
�nal con�guration of the monument. It curves at one 
end, creating the shape of an airfoil, or wing,  At the 
leading edge mounted on a six-foot high plinth is a 
bronze eight-and-a half-foot high statue of an airman 
in �ying gear with his parachute, walking out to his 
aircraft. “I wanted the airman’s face to show a look of 
grim determination,” says Archie. “I wanted him to 
show an expression that even though he may have lost 
friends in the war, he had every intention of returning 
from training �ights or operations himself.”

�e thousand-pound statue was created in 
“heroic scale,” one-and-a-third the size of real life, by 
Studio West Bronze Foundry and Art Gallery, owned 

THEY GREW
NOT OLD

– A NEW RCAF 
MEMORIAL AT

BRANDON

The bronze statue at the memorial depicts a wartime air crew member  
in flying gear with parachute walking out to his aircraft, determined to 
succeed in training or operational flying. The statue was created by Studio 
West Bronze Foundry and Art Gallery of Cochrane, Alberta.

Flags flew high and proudly from the masts on the plaza at the 
Commonwealth Air Training Plan Museum at Brandon, Manitoba, 
where the new RCAF memorial was unveiled on September 10 2014.

Archie Londry, who served with the RCAF as a flying instructor in the 
Second World was a founding member of the Commonwealth Air 
Training Plan Museum, served for nine years as president, and four 
years as chairman of the Memorial Committee responsible for 
design and construction of the new memorial.
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by sculptors Shirley and Don Begg at Cochrane, 
Alberta. “We are known for very thorough research 
and authenticity,” says Shirley. We work as much as 
we can from actual artifacts, measuring and photo-
graphing, and using live models. We chose to do 
something unique for Brandon, with full cooperation 
of the people from the museum. At the museum we 
took photographs and measurements of things such 
as boots, parachute and goggles to ensure accuracy.” 
�e entire monument was completed shortly before 
the September 10 unveiling, with Shirley and Don 
present to see the statue installed just two weeks 
before the event.

�e granite panels on the memorial were 
prepared by Rapid City Memorials. Jay Woloski, the 
owner/manager of the company (located 30 km 
north of Brandon), noted that “�e biggest challenge 
we faced was the timing of the unveiling for the 
memorial.” He �ew to China to inspect the granite 
before it was shipped.

�e panels were shipped in four-foot by �ve-
foot slabs, fully polished on both sides and ready for 
�nishing.  �e names on the panels of the monument 
were then etched by laser, a job that took 14 hours 
per panel to 

complete, taking nearly 1,000 hours just for the names 
alone. Starting in late fall 2013, the panels took 70 days 
to prepare, and a special tool was brought from 
Germany to drill the granite for the mounts.  “We are 
very privileged and honoured to have had the oppor-
tunity to do this job,” says Woloski, “and have met and 
made many friends in the process. Once it was done, we 
held our heads high and are proud of what we have 
accomplished.”

Not only does the memorial represent the shape of 
a wing; but even the supports behind the granite slabs 
that bear names are symbolic, created in the shape of 
the cross-section of a wing. Overall, says Archie Londry, 
“I wanted us to build a memorial of dignity, simplicity, 
durability and ease of maintenance.” �ere is no doubt 
that the memorial has accomplished those goals. Its 
impact by the nature of its size with all the engraved 
names has a powerful and often emotional impact on 
those who come to see it. 

“Seeing the memorial built means a great deal to 
me,” says Archie, “not just as a memorial for those who 
are named on it, but as a thing of beauty that represents 
the loss of potential of all those young people who were 
lost in the war and never had a chance to contribute 
more to our country.”

Born in 1922 at Minnedosa, north of Brandon, 
and raised on a farm in the area, Archie Londry says 
that his father was reluctant to see his son enlist for the 
war. “He had six quarter-sections of land (960 acres) 
and was regarded as a large-scale farmer and 
rancher. He needed help with the land and the 
cattle.”

But Archie enlisted anyway, and 
served as an RCAF �ying instructor 
from 1941-45, teaching 
young men 

to �y Avro Ansons, Cessna Cranes, and Airspeed 
Oxfords in the British Commonwealth Air Training 
Plan (BCATP). After training at the “University of the 
Air,” No. 2 Flying Instructor School at Pearce, Alberta, 
Archie taught multi-engine �ying at No. 12 Service 
Flying Training School (SFTS) at Brandon and at 
Instrument Flying School at Deseronto, Ontario. “�e 
Anson was a very dependable aircraft and easy to �y,” 
recalls Archie, “but I liked the Cessna Crane because it 
was a bit more challenging and a little more work to 
�y.” In addition to No. 12 SFTS, during the war some 
43,000 trainees were received at No. 2 RCAF Manning 
Depot at Brandon.

Archie has seen many changes in his long life, 
starting when he was a young man, changing himself 
from farm boy to �yer. He says, “In a period of only 
four years I drove mules, �ew air airplanes, and then 
�red steam engines on the railroad after the war!” Like 
so many of our veterans who put their lives on hold 
during the war years, Archie followed that experience 
with a distinguished civilian career.

After leaving the air force as a Flying O�cer at 
war’s end, he returned to agriculture when he acquired 
land near Minnedosa through the Veterans’ Land Act.  
He became a rancher, raising purebred stock and was 
one of the �rst in the area to raise Simmental cattle at 
a time when that breed of beef was just becoming 
known in the west. For his many years of distin-
guished service in the cattle industry, Archie was 
inducted into the Manitoba Agricultural Hall of Fame 
in 2002. Now 92, he retired only three years ago!

Unlike all those named on the memorial, Archie 
was not deprived of his potential. In addition to 

working decades in agriculture, he is a long-time 
member of the Royal Canadian Legion. In 1982 he 
was a founding member of the Commonwealth Air 
Training Plan Museum at Brandon, served nine 
years as chairman of the board, 1987-96, and now 
has the great satisfaction of seeing a dream realized 
with the completion of the RCAF Second World War 
Memorial. A limited number of 25 maquettes, small 
bronze replicas of the statue of the airman at the 
Memorial, were produced for sale as a fundraiser to 
complete the �nancing of the structure. �e �rst of 
those was presented to Archie by Museum past-
president John McNarry in recognition of his long 
service to the Museum and as chairman of the 
Memorial Committee.

A turkey supper was held in the Canteen 
building on the grounds of the museum to conclude 
the special day.  In his remarks at this sold-out 
event, the Museum’s Stephen Hayter pointed out 
that, “While this monument took our volunteers 
four years to build, it really took 75 years, as this 
date is the 75th anniversary of the entry of the 
Royal Canadian Air Force into the Second World 
War.”

Brandon is now home of a new memorial 
monument of national importance at the site of a 
wartime BCATP �ying school.  �e surviving Hangar 
No. 1 from that era now houses the Commonwealth 
Air Training Plan Museum. Under the roof of the 
building held in place by the Warren trusses that 
typi�ed hundreds of such hangars at BCATP stations 
in Canada during the war years, several aircraft in 
BCATP yellow livery help to commemorate Canada’s 

The names and ages of 19,000 personnel who lost their lives while serving 
with the RCAF are etched into 64 polished granite panels prepared by Rapid 
City Memorials in the small town of Rapid City, Manitoba.

Dignitaries at the unveiling ceremonies who gave tributes to the RCAF and 
laid wreaths at the unveiling ceremonies included, left to right, Brigadier 
General Christian Drouin of the RCAF; Brandon mayor Shari Decter Hirst; 
Manitoba premier Greg Selinger; and Brandon-Souris Member of 
Parliament Larry Maguire.

Still standing proud and tall, the 1941 hangar houses the aircraft and displays 
of the Commonwealth Air Training Plan Museum at Brandon, Manitoba.
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contribution to the war. An Anson, a Yale, a Crane and 
a Bristol Bolingbroke are reminders of the training 
program that taught young men how to �y. Located in 
front of the Comfort Inn at Brandon on the Trans-
Canada Highway is another Bolingbroke from the 
Museum. At the Museum itself, a Hawker Hurricane 
�ghter is on display, which was built in Canada and 
�own overseas in multiple theatres of war.

�e Museum is also home to a Beech 18 
Expeditor, and an airworthy de Havilland Tiger Moth, 
a North American Harvard, and a Fairchild Cornell, all 
of which were used in �ying training programs at 
Elementary and Service Flying Training Schools. Also 
airworthy is a Stinson 105, painted in yellow like its 
hangar mates. All four yellow birds were part of the 
�ypast at the unveiling ceremonies of the new memor-
ial. �e Museum workshop features a long-term 
project: a Fairey Battle aircraft is under construction, 
destined to join its brothers on display.

To conclude the day’s program, Anna Marie 
Willey of Regina presented the �rst-ever public show-
ing of a new video she has produced, which was 
inspired by the contents of her father’s wartime kit 
bag. Her father, LAC John Winichuk, served in RCAF 
ground crew in England with RCAF 427 Lion Squadron 
during the war, when it �ew Wellington, Halifax and 
Lancaster bombers (the squadron is now 427 Special 
Operations Aviation Squadron �ying CH-146 Gri�on 
helicopters out of CFB Petawawa in support of 
Canadian Special Operations Command – ed.).  

Winichuk returned home with his kit bag full of 
letters, photos and other mementoes. John never 
again opened the kit bag before he died in 1987.  
Less than a year ago Anna Marie undid the clasps on 
the bag, venturing to see what treasures her father 
may have brought home, which even included a pair 
of unlaundered socks!

�e contents inspired her to write about her 
father, but rather than take on a book project, she 
told the story in music. Anna Marie wrote the lyrics 
to six beautiful songs about phases of her father’s 
service. �ey were put to music and sung by her 
brother, Paul Winichuk. A seventh song was written 
by a niece, Marie-Claire Winichuk, and sung by her. 
�e production is called “�e Willow Tree,” the name 
of a pub in England that was one of her father’s 
wartime haunts, which continues in business today. 
�e presentation of still and moving pictures,  
accompanied by music and song, is a tribute to not 
only her father, but to thousands of other members 
of the RCAF who served Canada during the Second 
World War.

�e new RCAF Second World War Memorial  
now stands proudly and permanently, appropriately 
located at a site where air force members lived, 
trained and worked during the war. Construction of 
the monument was not only a challenging undertak-
ing to design, but it was also a challenge to raise funds 
for it. Only half of the total cost of $1.2 million 
dollars for the memorial has now been realized. 
Donations are still welcome. �e limited edition of 
only 25 miniature replicas of the airman’s statue can 
be obtained at a cost of $2,200 each. To donate or 
purchase, contact the Commonwealth Air Training 
Plan Museum in Brandon at www.airmuseum.ca  
for details, or call 204-727-2444.
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Brigadier 

General Christian 

Drouin from 1 Canadian Air Division 

in Winnipeg spoke at the podium on behalf 

of the RCAF at the unveiling ceremonies, 

and met with members of the crowd at the 

memorial as they sought names of those 

remembered on the memorial.

The Hurricane 
housed at the 
Commonwealth Air 
Training Plan 
Museum in Brandon 
is a war veteran 
itself, having flown 
during the Second 
World War.

The Brandon museum’s Harvard is one of the four airworthy aircraft that 
participated in a flypast at the opening of the dedication ceremonies.

Author note: John Chalmers is widely published as a writer and photographer, and 
serves as Historian for Canada’s Aviation Hall of Fame. His RCAF experience consists 
of two years while in high school with 418 City of Edmonton Squadron, and graduation 
with the rank of Pilot Officer from the University Reserve Training Program in 1960.
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the monument was not only a challenging undertak-
ing to design, but it was also a challenge to raise funds 
for it. Only half of the total cost of $1.2 million 
dollars for the memorial has now been realized. 
Donations are still welcome. �e limited edition of 
only 25 miniature replicas of the airman’s statue can 
be obtained at a cost of $2,200 each. To donate or 
purchase, contact the Commonwealth Air Training 
Plan Museum in Brandon at www.airmuseum.ca  
for details, or call 204-727-2444.
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Brigadier 

General Christian 

Drouin from 1 Canadian Air Division 

in Winnipeg spoke at the podium on behalf 

of the RCAF at the unveiling ceremonies, 

and met with members of the crowd at the 

memorial as they sought names of those 

remembered on the memorial.

The Hurricane 
housed at the 
Commonwealth Air 
Training Plan 
Museum in Brandon 
is a war veteran 
itself, having flown 
during the Second 
World War.

The Brandon museum’s Harvard is one of the four airworthy aircraft that 
participated in a flypast at the opening of the dedication ceremonies.

Author note: John Chalmers is widely published as a writer and photographer, and 
serves as Historian for Canada’s Aviation Hall of Fame. His RCAF experience consists 
of two years while in high school with 418 City of Edmonton Squadron, and graduation 
with the rank of Pilot Officer from the University Reserve Training Program in 1960.


