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guest editorial
Being a part of a close-knit, volunteer-run society like ours means
pinch-hitting when needed: one day you might be writing grant appli-
cations and the next the Journal’s editorial. It certainly keeps things
fresh and exciting! 

Speaking of which, I think Bill and Terry have put together an issue
full of incredible photos and a great mix of articles, and I hope you’ll
agree. 2010 marks the 100th anniversary of Canadian Naval Aviation
and so it’s fitting that two articles explore this fascinating history.
First, Michael Whitby’s “Meeting the Challenge: The 19th Carrier Air
Group on the RCN’s 1949 Spring Cruise,” demonstrates the nerves of
steel Sea Fury pilots needed. Then Leo Pettipas looks at the mid-life
stories of three DC-82C Tiger Moths that served with the Naval Air
Section.

Continuing with the water theme is John Griffin and Anthony
Stachiw’s Curtiss HS-2L flying boat article. These hard-working air-
craft – that look so strange to modern eyes – were used in the 1920s
for everything from fire suppression patrols to cracking down on smug-
gling and illegal fishing.

William Cameron’s piece on Canadian Pacific Air Lines’ battle for a
transcontinental air route from the 1930s to 1950s provides a fasci-
nating glimpse of the scheduled air carrier during this period. I can’t
imagine passengers these days standing around Pierre Elliott Trudeau
International Airport every morning waiting on a last-minute equip-
ment change!

This year also marks the 15th anniversary of the Canadian Aviation
Artists Association (CAAA), and Layne Larsen does a wonderful job
outlining the organization’s history as well as its current challenges.
While the CAHS is long past the 15-year-itch Larsen mentions – it’s in
fact quickly approaching its 50th anniversary – we’ve been working on
many of the same areas: improving our online platform, using social
media, and attracting a more diverse membership.

I hope you’ve been receiving the monthly e-newsletter – if you haven’t
signed up yet, please do so on the home page of www.cahs.ca. We’re
still smoothing out some wrinkles, but we’re noticing a big improve-
ment in communications with the new website, newsletter, Twitter
feed, and Facebook group. Please feel free to follow, friend, or join!

Another big project in the works is the 2011 CAHS convention which
will be held June 22-26 in Edmonton, Alberta. Hopefully many of you
received the announcement sent by email, but we’ve also included it
as an insert in this issue. If you’re a National member, you’ll be re-
ceiving registration packages in the mail soon, and registration forms
will also be available online to print and mail in. I hope to see you at
what promises to be a convention filled with entertaining and informa-
tive talks, visits to aviation heritage institutions, and lots of opportuni-
ties for reuniting with old friends (and making some new ones).
This issue wraps up with a mini-profile of Dan Reynolds, a Yukon fly-
ing legend I met during my recent sojourn “up there.” I think his en-
thusiasm and commitment are great examples for us as individuals
and a society to follow. Onwards and upwards!

Cheers,
Danielle Metcalfe-Chenail

CAHS National President and 2011 Convention Chair


